093_SR0229 LRBO93 13091 KEF 18340 r

a ~ W DN

© 00 ~N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

SENATE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of the Senate of the State of
IIlinois were saddened to |learn of the death of M nor Mers
Jr., president of Illinois Wesleyan University, on July 22,

2003; and

WHEREAS, M. Mers was born in Akron, Chio and earned a
bachelor's degree in 1964 from Carleton Col | ege in
Northfield, Mnnesota; he went on to Princeton University,
where he was awarded the master's of arts (1967) and doctor
of philosophy (1972) degrees in politics and political
phi |l osophy; he launched his academc career in 1968 as an
instructor in governnent at Connecticut College, where he
achieved the rank of full professor and departnent chair of
governnent; in 1984, he was nanmed provost and dean of faculty
at Hobart and Wlliam Smth Colleges in Geneva, New York,
where he served for five years before becomng Illinois

Wesl eyan's 17th president in 1989; and

WHEREAS, During his 14-year tenure, the Uni versity
increased its student enrollnent, selectivity, and academ c
profile; raised $137 mllion in a capital canpaign; and
conpl et ed $115 mllion of renovation and construction,
i ncluding The Ares Library, the Center for Natural Science,
t he Hansen Student Center, and the Shirk Center for Athletics

and Recreation; and

VWHEREAS, I n addi tion to the inpressive physical
i nprovenents to the University, M. Mers led key initiatives
that changed Illinois Wsleyan in other inportant ways; for
exanple, the University faculty established an annual student
research conference; created senester-long prograns in London
and Madrid; added mjor or mnor prograns in Anmerican
St udi es, Ant hr opol ogy, Bi ochem stry, Cognitive Science,

Wnen's Studi es, Environnental Studies, G eek and Ronman
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Studies, International Business, Russian, and Japanese
Studies; and altered the calendar to develop May Term a
mont h-1ong senester during which innovative courses and

of f - canpus study are enphasi zed; and

VWHEREAS, During his tenure, the University was granted a
Phi Beta Kappa chapter, and devel oped exchange prograns with
Penbr oke Col | ege of Oxford University and with Ooirin and

Kei o universities in Tokyo; and

VWHEREAS, M. MWers conbined |earning and di scovery; he
enphasi zed the i nportance of a faculty of excellent teachers
w th enthusiasmfor research; he was a consummate schol ar and
a teacher whose varied personal interests included playing
the piano and harpsichord, discussing nusic history, and
collecting books and neteorites; his particular fascination
with the 18th century led to his expertise in furniture,
musi cal instrunments, publishing, and hi gher education during
the Anerican colonial period; he was also well versed in the

hi story and culture of Revol utionary France; and

WHEREAS, M. Mers was the author or co-author of eight
books, including "The Insignia of +the Society of t he
Cncinnati" (1998) and "A Docunentary Hi story of American
Interiors fromthe Colonial Era to 1915" (1980); and

WHEREAS, M. Mers passing will be deeply felt by many,
especially his wfe, Ellen; and his two sons, Mnor |1l and

Joffre; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-TH RD GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nourn the death of
Mnor Mers, Jr. along with all who knew and | oved hi m and
extend our sincere condolences to his famly and friends; and

be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
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presented to the famly of M nor

of our deepest synpat hy.

Myers,

Jr.

as an expression
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